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FACT SHEET: FEDERAL LEGISLATION ON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

Wildfire Risks From Cell Tower Proliferation 
 

Wireless Facilities Create Fire Risk 

● Policymakers are looking for solutions to address 
the increasing severity and frequency of 
wildfires.1 

● One proposal is to deploy wireless facilities in 
wilderness areas, together with cameras and 
remote sensors, to detect fires.2 

● These plans do not take into account fire risk 
posed by wireless facilities. 
o Wireless facilities require electrical 

infrastructure, which carries fire risk. Wiring 
faults from ordinary wear and tear can create 
electrical arc temperatures up to 35,000°F,3 
like dropping a match in dry tinder. 

o Wireless facilities in remote areas are more 
difficult to reach and inspect as part of 
regular maintenance. 

o Wireless facilities emit radiofrequency (RF) 
radiation. No government agency has 
assessed the impact of RF exposure on 
flammability of vegetation.4 

o It remains unknown whether the fires 
prevented by such technology will exceed the 
fires caused by these deployments. 

Bills Currently Pending 
● Two bills in Congress promote the use of wireless 

facilities to prevent wildfires, HR 4235 and 
S.1764.5 

● 17 other pending bills promote the deployment 
of wireless facilities on federal lands vulnerable to 
wildfires, including National Forests.6 

Wireless Facilities Have Caused Damaging 
Fires 

● The California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) determined that 
the 2018 Woolsey fire, which caused an 
estimated $6 billion in damages, began 
after trees grew into a communications 
wire on a wooden utility pole.7  

● In 2013, the CPUC fined the electric 
utility, AT&T, T-Mobile, and Verizon, a 
combined $99 million after three utility 
poles fell during heavy winds causing 
the Malibu Canyon Fire, which burned 
over 3,800 acres.8 

● Electrical fires present secondary 
challenges for firefighters. Spraying 
water on an electrical fire before the 
electricity is cut may electrocute the 
firefighters,9 therefore firefighters are 
advised to wait until the power is cut,10 
or use only short bursts of water, 
potentially delaying response time to 
fires.  

● In addition to wildfires, wireless 
facilities have been documented as the 
cause of numerous fires in urban and 
suburban areas around the country, 
including on the East Coast in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.11  

https://ehtrust.org/CONGRESS/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4235
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1764
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