
stJuly1, 2020

TheHonorableAshleyKierkiewicz
Chair, CountyofHawaii Planning Committee
OfficeoftheClerk, CountyofHawaii
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI96720

TheHonorableSusanLeeLoy
ViceChair, CountyofHawaii Planning Committee
OfficeoftheClerk, CountyofHawaii
25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, HI96720

RE: OppositiontoAnti-5GResolution67820

DearChairKierkiewiczandViceChairLeeLoy, 

OnbehalfofCTIA, thetradeassociationforthewirelesscommunications industry, Iamwritingto
respectfully opposedraftresolution67820 (“Resolution” hereafter). Wehaveconcernsthatthe
Resolutionwillseverelyhampertheindustry’sabilitytomeetourcustomer’sexpectationsfor
superiorwirelessserviceandtodeploythelatesttechnologytotheresidents ofHawaiiCounty. Forall
thereasonsoutlinedherein, werespectfullyrequestthatthisResolution berejected. 

First, theresolutionconflictswithfederallaw. TheFederalCommunicationsCommission (FCC) has
declaredthatstateorlocalmoratoriaondeploymentoffacilitiesthatwouldprovidewirelessservices

1areclearlyunlawful. Concludingthat “moratorialimittheprovisionofservice, harmcompetition,  
andimposesignificantcoststhatimpedethedeploymentoftelecommunications infrastructureand

2therebyexacerbatethedigitaldivide.” 

Furthermore, theResolutionisbasedontheallegedhealtheffectsof5Gwirelessfacilities. Suchaction
isexpresslyprohibitedunderfederallaw. AsoutlinedinSection332(C)(7)(B)(iv) ofthe
TelecommunicationsAct, “NoStateorlocalgovernmentorinstrumentalitythereofmayregulatethe
placement, construction, andmodificationofpersonalwirelessservicefacilitiesonthebasisofthe
environmentaleffectsofradiofrequencyemissionstotheextentthatsuchfacilitiescomplywiththe
FCC\]’sregulationsconcerningsuchemissions.” InDecember2019, theFCCunanimouslyreaffirmed

1 See: ThirdReportandOrderandDeclaratoryRuling, FCC18- 111 (Aug. 3, 2018) 
2 TheResolutionpurportstobeamoratoriumbut, infact, containsnolegallyenforceablemandate.  
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itsexistinglimitsforradiofrequencyexposurenoting, “Afterreviewingtheextensiverecordsubmitted
inresponsetothatinquiry, wefindnoappropriatebasisforandthusdeclinetoproposeamendments

3toourexistinglimitsatthistime". 

Inaddition, wenotethatseveralofthecitedjustificationsfortheResolutionarebasedoninaccurate
scientificclaims.  Theconsensusamonghealthexperts, includingtheAmericanCancerSociety, the
WorldHealthOrganization, andtheU.S. FoodandDrugAdministration, isthattheweightofscientific
evidenceshowsnoknownadversehealtheffectstohumansfromexposuretowirelessantennasor
devices. Further, theHawaii StateDepartmentofHealthalsorecentlypublishedafactsheetonthe

4issueaswell. 

thereisnoconvincingscientificevidencethattheweakRFsignalsfrombasestations \[cell
5towers\] andwirelessnetworkscaus eadversehealtheffects.”– WorldHealthOrganization

Basedonourongoingevaluationofthisissue, thetotalityoftheavailablescientificevidence
continuestonotsupportadversehealtheffectsinhumanscausedbyexposuresatorunder
thecurrent radiofrequencyenergyexposurelimits.” –TheFoodandDrugAdministration

6FDA) 

althoughmanystudieshaveexaminedthepotentialhealtheffectsofnon- ionizing
radiationfromradar, microwaveovens, cellphones, andothersources, thereiscurrentlyno
consistentevidencethatnon- ionizingradiationincreasescancerriskinhumans.”—National

7CancerInstitute

Moreover, theneedforconnectivityhasbeenthrustintothespotlightinrecentmonthsduetothe
ongoingCOVID- 19crisisthathasimpactedusall, includingtheresidentsofHawaiiCounty.  
Specifically, thispublichealthemergencyhashighlightedjusthowimportantitisforwireless
communicationstobereliable, fastandpreparedtohandleincreaseddemandwithoutanyhiccups.  

Strongwirelessnetworksenabledistancelearningforstudentsseparatedfromteachers; telehealth
forpatientsanddoctors; employeestoworkfromhome; smallbusinessestoshiftonline; olderadults

3 See https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC- 19- 126A1.pdf, lastaccessed6/30/2020. 
4 See: https://health.hawaii.gov/irhb/files/2019/10/RF5GFactSheet2019- 10.pdflastaccessed06/30/2020. 
5 WorldHealthOrganization, “ElectromagneticFieldsandPublicHealth,” https://www.who.int/peh- emf/publications/facts/fs304/en/, last
accessed06/30/ 2020. 
6 FDAStatement, StatementfromJeffreyShuren, M.D., J.D., DirectoroftheFDA’sCenterforDevicesandRadiologicalHealthon theNational
ToxicologyProgram’sreportonradiofrequencyenergy exposure, Nov. 1, 2018,  
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm624809.htm, lastaccessed6/30/2020. 
7 NationalCancerInstitute, “CellPhonesandCancerRisk” Factsheet (2019), https://www.cancer.gov/about- cancer/causes- 
prevention/risk/radiation/cell-phones- fact- sheet, lastaccessed6/30/2020. 



tostayintouchwithfamilyandcombatsocialisolation; publicsafetypersonneltoutilizethebest
resourcesfortheir, andoursafety; andsomuchmore.  

8TolocalizeitforHawaii: therearenowmorewirelessdevicesthantherearepeopleinHawaii. In
9addition, morethanhalfofHawaiiresidentsliveinwireless- onlyhouseholds. Thesedemandsfrom

customers, whichincludestheresidentsandbusinessesofHawaiiCounty, requirethatwireless
networksbe updatedtomeet existingdemandandreadiedforthenextgenerationofwireless
services. However, passageoftheResolutionhastheoppositeeffect. TheResolutionwill hamperthe
industry’sabilitytomeetourcustomer’sexpectationsforsuperiorwirelessserviceandtodeploythe
latesttechnologytotheresidentsofHawaiiCounty.  

Inclosing, itisimportanttonotethatthewirelessindustrywantstomeettheneedsofitscustomers – 
whoarealsoyourconstituents. However, inordertoensurethatthewirelessindustrycancontinueto
meetthisdemand, theindustry’sinvestmentmustbemetwithforward- looking infrastructure
regulationsthatpromoterapidandefficientdeployment. Policyguidedbymisinformationdoesnot
reflectsuchforward- lookingregulation. Assuch, werespectfullyrequesttheResolutionberejected. 

Sincerely, 

BethanneCooley
Assistant VicePresident, StateLegislativeAffairs

cc: Members, CountyofHawaiiPlanningCommittee

8 FCC, VoiceTelephoneServicesReport: StatusasofJune30, 2017, at https://www.fcc.gov/voice- telephone- services- report, lastaccessed
6/30/2020. 
9 CDC, NationalCenterforHealthStatistics, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/Wireless_state_201912- 508.pdf, lastaccessed
6/30/2020. 






