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October 26, 2000

tir. Nelson French, Director
White Mountain Catholic Charities
saint Anthony s Coovent

6 N. McQuaiters Avenue

P.0. Box 552

McNary, Arzona £5930

Dear Mr, Frenche

1 am writing regarding The Dispossessed Qutreach Projcet’s plans 10 s=ck assistance from
the Arizona Depariment of Commeree to develop bousing for people with multiple chemical
sensitivities and clecirical sensitivities in West Yavapai County. The Aceess is a federdl-
agency whose m3sion i (o promote accessibility for people with disBlines, We devzlop
accessibility guidelines For the built environnieny, ransit vehicles. and iclecommunications
equipment_ and standards forelectronic and information technology. Our puidelines are adopted
by other federal agencies as enforcesble standards under the Americans with Disabilities AcL
Architectural Barmiers Act, and Telecommunications Act. We alse enforce accessibiliny
standards for federally funded faeilities. .

Orver the years. the Access Boerd has learned about the very important nceds of people
with multiple chemical sensitivities and electrical sensitivities. We have h::l.rdi_ﬁmn thousand of
people across the counlry who are seasitized to chemicals and eleciromagnetic. radio, and eell
phone emissions and who cannot safely use Beilities becavse of chemicals released From

buildicg materials and furnishings, exposure 10 cenain types of clectrical equipment and systems,
and cleaning pmdu:ﬂsmd pesticides commanly used in operating and maintaining buildings.
The Access Board is initiatidg a major project to examine the needs of people with multiple
chemical sensitivities and electrical sensitivities as they relate 10 indoor environmental guality,
and 1o develop an action plan to address those needs. We will be involving peoole with multiple
chemical sensitivities and electrical seasitivities, the building industry, and other fedesal
agencics, induding the Environmental Pratection Agency. in the project. We also are developing
technical assistance materdals that will focus on best practices for addressing the needs of this
pospulation, d

Based on our experience. | can siate that there definitely i o aeed for specially planned

and designed housing for people with multiple chemical Sensifivities and electrical sensitivinies,
There are many people with these and related &isabilitics whose condition is %5 severe that they
cannol live in conventional housine, We recently visited Ecolopy House_an | Hﬁi: apartmen;

! ReCEIVE

The Access Board a1 30 FUIE

A 1] F'ﬂ_."'-ﬁ- @J’r.g;



#E-00 12:346

217

cevelopment in San Rafael, California; talked wids fts residents: and leamed first hand showut the
special desigr and construction practicss that have made the proicet habitable fac peuple who
ceuld not tolcrate other housing. The housing project being planned by The Dispossemsed
Ourreach Project would buidld on the experiences of Ecology House and meet a neal need for
healthy and affordable howsing by peopie who have no other cloices.

I [ ean be of furter assistance, plezte call me at (202) 272-5431
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